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Robotics Teams
  This year, Garden City Public Schools is 
sponsoring two First LEGO League (FLL) 
robotics teams, the Lego Monkeys and 
the Trojan Army. Members have already 
completed several tasks, including setting up 
their practice field, building the basic robot, 
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News From Across the District

Stratford Welcomes 
New Assistant Principal

  Garden City Public Schools is pleased to 
announce the appointment of Christopher 
Uccellini as the new assistant principal at 
Stratford. Mr. Uccellini holds a B.A. from 
Post University, CT, a M.S. from Dowling 
College, and a professional diploma from 
Stony Brook University. He has been an 
elementary teacher in the Copiague Public 
Schools since 2008 where he also served as 
a coordinator for the mentor program for at-
risk students, the peer mentoring program, 
and the literacy committee. “The reception 
I’ve received from the students, staff and 
the community has been wonderful,” 
commented Mr. Uccellini. “Each day has 
provided new and exciting opportunities!” 

Reward Schools

and outlining the missions to accomplish. 
Students have even begun to program and 
test each of their robots.
  “I joined the team because I really like 
technology,” explained Julian, a sixth-grader 
at the middle school and programmer 
for the Trojan Army. “I learned how 
important it is to work together, too.” 
Garden City’s two teams will participate in 
the FLL Practice Tournament on Saturday, 
December 7th at Ronkonkoma Middle 
School from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., and the FLL 
Qualifying Tournaments on February 1st and 
2nd at Central Islip High School. 
  “The students are so excited about this 
opportunity,” stated Dr. Teresa Prendergast, 
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & 
Instruction, “and we thank the Board for 
supporting this worthwhile initiative!”

High & Middle Schools 
Designated Reward Schools

  Congratulations to Garden City Middle 
School and Garden City High School for 
each being named as a 2013-2014 “Reward 
School” by the New York State Education 
Department. The middle and high schools 
were two of the 249 public schools in 163 
districts to be so designated for this school 
year. The distinction is given by the state 
Education Department to public schools 
that demonstrate “having all its students 
achieve college and career-ready standards” 
by making the “most progress or having 
the highest performance with no significant 
gaps in student achievement.”
  A complete “Reward School” list can be 
viewed by clicking here.

http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/photo_galleries/?portalId=879970&pageId=18625685&objectId.886049=19368815&contextId.886049=18625686&parentId.886049=18625687&action.886049=viewAlbum
http://youtu.be/yDENsdjP9tk
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/photo_galleries/?portalId=879970&pageId=18625685&objectId.886049=19374174&contextId.886049=18625686&parentId.886049=18625687&action.886049=viewAlbum
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/photo_galleries/?portalId=879970&pageId=18625685&objectId.886049=19374767&contextId.886049=18625686&parentId.886049=18625687&action.886049=viewAlbum
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/photo_galleries/?portalId=879970&pageId=18625685&objectId.886049=19376077&contextId.886049=18625686&parentId.886049=18625687&action.886049=viewAlbum
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/ESEADesignations.html
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Student Achievement Report
  Parents and residents are encouraged 
to attend the fifth annual Student 
Achievement Report presented by Assistant 
Superintendent of Curriculum & Instruction 
Dr. Teresa Prendergast on Wednesday, 
December 4th, at 7 p.m. in Garden City High 
School’s library. 

  “
Garden City is one of Long Island’s leading 
academic institutions,” stated Assistant 
Superintendent Prendergast. “We are a 
vibrant community of students, parents, 
faculty and staff. The challenge that school 
districts face is not just balancing budgets, 
but also improving outcomes and providing 
students with a quality education that 
focuses on academics, music and the arts, 
extra-curricular activities and athletics.”  

Upcoming Events

  New legislation requires homeowners 
receiving the Basic STAR tax exemption 
to register with the New York State Tax 
Department in order to receive the 
exemption in 2014 and subsequent years. 
Homeowners do not need to register to 
receive their 2013-14 STAR exemptions. 
This is a one-time registration process. 
A letter from the Tax Department was 
mailed to each homeowner receiving the 
STAR exemption with a unique code that 
homeowners can use to register. The code 
also can be accessed online through the 
STAR Registration website or by calling 
the Tax Department. Registration can be 
accomplished in two ways: online using 
forms homeowners can access by clicking 
here, or by calling (518) 474-2819. Specific 
questions should be emailed to the Office 
of Real Property Taxation Services at: orpts.
star@tax.ny.gov. Applications are due by 
December 31, 2013. Homeowners have one 
year from that date to apply retroactively. 
Senior citizens receiving the Enhanced 
STAR exemption are not impacted by the 
registration program.

Join Us! 
Garden City 
High School 

Presents, 
“Almost, 
Maine”

   On November 22nd 
and 23rd , 7 p.m., and 
with a special FREE 
preview and coffee 

and pastries for senior citizens on Thursday, 
November 21st at 3:30 p.m., Garden City 
High School’s Theatre Department presents 
John Cariani’s Almost, Maine. The show 
features a series of vignettes following a few 
of the folks of Almost, Maine, population 
300, as they fall in and out of love one 
moonless Friday evening in the middle 
of the deepest part of a northern winter. 
Tickets are $10 for general admission and 
$8 for students and senior citizens. Please 
call (516) 478-2531 for ticket information. 
Senior Citizens who plan to attend the 
preview should kindly call (516) 478-2445 by 
Monday, November 18th.  

Registration Required for 
2014-2015 STAR Exemption

News From Across the District

High School Profile 
Now Online

  Garden City 
High School’s 
Class of 2014 
Profile is now 
available as 
an electronic 
document. 
The Profile 
accompanies 
Garden City’s 
upcoming  
graduates’ 
college 
applications, 

most of which are currently submitted 
online. The e-doc contains a wealth of 
information about district and high school 
achievements, diploma requirements, 
class ranking, SAT and ACT scores, course 
offerings, and a listing of the colleges and 
universities Garden City’s Class of 2013 
graduates are currently attending. The 
e-doc also contains hyperlinks (blue text) 
to external links and contacts. “Since 
the Profile is published internally and 
sent electronically, the district is saving 
thousands of dollars in development, 
printing fees, and postage,” said Gina 
Christel, Director of Guidance. To view the 
Class of 2014 Profile, simply click on the 
image above. 

What’s New?

The Flipped Classroom
  Pictured here is high school science 
teacher Mr. Mike Stano working with ninth-
graders in the “flipped classroom” he co-
teaches with Mrs. Allison Moss. “Observing 
our Regents Earth Science class, you won’t 
see anything that looks much different 
than a traditional classroom,” explained Mr. 
Stano. In practice, the flipped classroom 
provides content accessed by the students 
through short videos available online 
prior to class. Viewing is at the student’s 
discretion (at home or before class on a 
school computer or their own device). The 
online lessons present the information. The 
student then takes notes, does the required 
homework, and brings questions and/or 
issues about the lesson to class. 
  “There is no denying that the emerging 
flipped classroom model presents some 
intriguing possibilities,” explained Assistant 
Superintendent Dr. Teresa Prendergast. 

“When students have control over how 
they learn content and the pace of their 
own learning, their level of engagement 
is increased. Time spent in the classroom 
is centered around the students and not 
the teacher. The role of the teacher in the 
classroom shifts to helping the students 
master the concepts, not deliver the 
information.” 
  Click here to view one of the flipped 
classroom video lessons.

Common Core In Action
  In an activity built on the Common 
Core Learning Standards (CCLS), this 
kindergartner in Mrs. Patty Tuozzo’s class 
at Hemlock practices her math skills using 
different combinations of “counters” 
to express the number five - a lesson 
designed to build content acquisition, 
in this case, a deep understanding of 
the many ways to add numbers. In a 
move to raise rigor to meet the goal of 

https://www8.tax.ny.gov/STRL/strlStart
http://www.nassaucountyny.gov/agencies/assessor/online%20forms/exempt.html
http://www.nassaucountyny.gov/agencies/assessor/online%20forms/exempt.html
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_879883/File/PI%20Web/GCHS2014PROFILE.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOQc7FdCYHQ&list=TLPZRuDYyVK3Us6GDs5tMQcVKAHX7GSh4Z
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Nat’l Merit Scholarship Semifinalist
Congratulations to senior Drusilla Falco, 
2014 National Merit Scholarship Program 
Semifinalist. “Dru” was selected from 
1.5 million students who took the PSAT/
NMSQT last year. She is pictured above with 
guidance counselor Tim Casale and high 
school Principal Nanine McLaughlin. Since 
2009, 18 seniors have achieved semifinalist 
status in the program. Dru is a member of 
the National Honor Society and currently 
serves as President of the Spanish Club.

Nat’l Merit Commended Students
Pictured above are the ten seniors who 
were named Commended Students in the 
2014 National Merit Scholarship Program: 
(left to right, standing): Steven Menelly, 
guidance counselor Jim Malone, Jon Toto, 
guidance counselor Joanne Meyer-Jendras, 
Andrew Petersen, guidance counselor Tim 
Casale; (seated) Hannah Eilbeck, Katherine 
McGannon, Iris Chang, Emily Mozdzer; 
(standing) Principal Nanine McLaughlin, 
Brian Shulman, Justin Gong, and Patrick 
Dolan. Since 2009, Garden City has had 56 
Commended Students. 

Siemens Science Semifinalist
Standing before four Siemens Semifinalist 
banners (starting in 2008-2009) with (left to 
right) science research teacher Dr. Steven 
Gordon, Principal Nanine McLaughlin and 
6-12 Science Coordinator Dr. Elena Cascio, 
senior Michael Cassano proudly holds his 
banner contribution as a 2013-14 Siemens 
Science Semifinalist. Michael’s award-
winning research identified a host species 
for the only federally-endangered native 
New York State plant species.

NHRP Scholars
Selected from a pool of 259,000 students 
nationally, two students were named 
National Hispanic Recognition Program 
(NHRP) Scholars. Pictured here at the 
October 16th Board of Education meeting 
are (left to right): Superintendent Dr. 
Robert Feirsen, Scholars Joseph Lozano and 
Anthony Velez, Board President Barbara 
Trapasso, and Principal Nanine McLaughlin.

Adelphi Leadership Prize
Eight high school students were awarded the 
Adelphi University Leadership Prize. Pictured 
here with Superintendent Dr. Robert Feirsen 
at the October 16th Board meeting are (left 
to right): Daniel McElroy, Jennifer Leary, 
Danielle Ienna, Patrick Dolan, Caitlin Rieger, 
Board Vice President Angela Heineman and 
Principal Nanine McLaughlin. Absent: Adam 
Davies, Aidan Logan, and Regan Marooney.

(continued on page 4)

Continuing a Tradition of Empowering Achievement

“Blue Star” School
For the third year in a row, Garden City 
High School business students were 
awarded a “Blue Star” for their high level 
of achievement on the W!SE (Working in 
Support of Education) 2012-2013 financial 
literacy test. “This summer, we were also 
recognized by W!SE as a top 100 school in 
the nation,” noted “Gold Star” teachers 
Mr. Reid Sclafani and Dr. Erin McKinstry.  

NASP Outstanding Participant
Pictured above with Principal Nanine 
McLaughlin (left) and guidance counselor 
Jeannie Kennedy, senior Ifeoluwa Dawodu 
was recently named as an Outstanding 
Participant (the top 3% of Black Americans) 
by the National Achievement Scholarship 
Program. Ifeoluwa is a member of the 
National Honor Society and plays cello in 
the high school orchestra.

GRAMMY Semifinalist
For the third consecutive year, the 
GRAMMY Foundation has named Garden 
City High School as a Semifinalist in the 
2014 GRAMMY Signature Schools program, 
one of only 100 schools so named in the 
nation. Congratulations to Coordinator 
of Music and the Arts Dr. Nina Prasso, 
the music teachers, and Garden City’s 
outstanding young musicians.

A New Record (Again) for AP Scholars!
  When The College Board released the 
results of the 2013 Advanced Placement 
(AP) exams, Garden City students had 
broken their own record - again. A total 
of 220 students were designated as AP 
Scholars, an increase of 19 over 2012, and 
up from 176 in 2011. A total of 531 students 
took AP exams, an increase of 30 students 
over the previous year. Achievement-wise, 
88.6% of Garden City’s students scored 3+ 
on the 5-point grading scale, up from 85.9% 
in 2012. Eighty-three students achieved 
AP Scholar, 58 were designated as AP 
Scholars with Honors, 79 as AP Scholars 
with Distinction, and 18 were designated 
as National Scholars (included in the 220 
total), up from 15 in 2012.

http://www.nationalmerit.org/nmsp.php
http://www.nationalmerit.org/nmsp.php
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_879883/File/PI%20Web/11-5-13SiemensSemiF.pdf
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_879883/File/PI%20Web/11-5-13SiemensSemiF.pdf
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about/nhrp.html
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_879883/File/PI%20Web/10-17-13Adelphi%20Prize%20release.pdf
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_879883/File/PI%20Web/9-27-13W!SErelease.pdf
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_879883/File/PI%20Web/9-27-13W!SErelease.pdf
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_879883/File/PI%20Web/9-27-13W!SErelease.pdf
http://www.nationalmerit.org/nasp.php
http://www.nationalmerit.org/nasp.php
http://www.grammyintheschools.com/programs/grammy-signature-schools/faq
https://apscore.collegeboard.org/scores/ap-awards/ap-scholar-awards
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Empowering Achievement
(continued from page 3)college and career readiness, 45 states 

and the District of Columbia have signed 
on to the new standards. In Garden City, 
grades 3 - 8 English language arts (ELA) 
and mathematics teachers have received 
extensive training in preparing lessons and 
teaching to the new standards since the 
2011-2012 school year.  
  Below, math consultant Dr. Patricia 
Scavuzzo-Despagni instructs Garden City’s 
classroom teachers in a variety of lesson 
options using “10s cubes.” 

  Mrs. Debra Ward’s class at Stewart School 
illustrates the 10s cube lessons in action. 
Above, second-graders hold up stacks of 
10s cubes to show the combinations of two 
numbers that represent 100. 
  For more information about CCLS, visit our 
website postings by clicking here. 

Common Core In Action
(continued from page 2)

All-State Musicians
Five high school students were named as 
2013 All-State musicians. Pictured above are 
(left to right): Coordinator Dr. Nina Prasso, 
music teacher Margaret Gullotta, Leslie 
Wann, (String Orchestra), Teresa 
Pietromonaco (alternate, violin), Justin Gong 
(alternate, jazz and regular saxophone), 
Michael Crapotta (alternate, voice), and 
high school music teachers James McCrann 
and Stephen Mayo. Absent: Alexander Della 
Ratta (Wind Ensemble). 

Scholar Athlete
Brianne Griffith, pictured with (left to right) 
Principal Nanine McLaughlin, Athletic 
Director Nancy Kalafus, and teacher Kerin 
Boghosian, was named the high school’s  
38th News 12 Scholar Athlete. Brianne 
maintains an unweighted GPA of 95.7, and 
is a member of the championship lacrosse 
and the field hockey teams. 

Marching Band
Garden City’s Marching Band competed 
in eight shows on two circuits this season. 
Under the direction of Brandon Psenicka,  
the 51-member band won first place in US 
Bands competition at Manhasset, finished 
second in the US Bands New York State 
Championships on October 20th at Mitchell 
Field (Best Overall Effect, Percussion, and 
Color Guard), and on November 9th traveled 
to Allentown, PA for the National US Bands 
Finals where they finished 19th.

Educator of 
the Year

Dr. Rita 
Melikian, 
Garden City’s 
Director of 
Educational 
Technology 
and Staff 
Development, 
was named 

“Outstanding Educator of the Year” by The 
Science Museum of Long Island (SMLI). Dr. 
Melikian will be honored on November 
14th at the 2013 “Big Bang Ball” to be 
held at the Garden City Country Club. 
Dr. Melikian received her doctorate from 
Teacher’s College, Columbia University 
and has worked in the school district 
for the past 17 years. “I have always 
had a keen interest in science,” said the 
technology director. “I am honored to be 
recognized by such a great museum.” 

Woman of 
Distinction 

Congratulations 
to Dr. Suzanne 
Viscovich, 
Principal of 
Homestead 
School, for 
being selected 
by New 
York State 

Assemblyman Edward Ra as one of the 
“Women of Distinction” for the 19th 
Assembly District. Dr. Viscovich received 
her award on September 28th at the 
V. F. W. Hall in Albertson. “It is an honor to 
stand among these distinguished women,” 
commented Dr. Viscovich. “Thank you to 
Assemblyman Ra for selecting me as a one 
of the 2013 Women of Distinction.” 

  Playoffs are still underway. Below 
is a wrap-up of the results to date:
* Boys Golf team won their 
conference, finishing 8-0. 
* Brittany Burke and Hannah 
Eilbeck, Girls Tennis doubles 

team, finished 3rd in Nassau County.
* In the Cross Country State Qualifiers, 

Stephanie Gerland won the entire event and 
Jennifer Gerland raced to 2nd in Class B and 
5th overall.
* Field Hockey won the Long island 
Championship. 
* Girls Soccer won the Long Island 
Championship and will compete in the State 
Final Four starting 11/16, 5 p.m. at Tompkins 
Community College, Cortland, N.Y. 
* Girls Swim team won its 15th consecutive 
Nassau County title.
* Football won its first round playoff and will 
compete at Hofstra on 11/15, 7:30 p.m.

Fall Athletics Update

Click on image to view a video of
GCMB at the National Finals

http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/district_offices/curriculum___instruction/common_core_learning_standards/
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_879883/File/PI%20Web/9-17-13All-State%20release.pdf
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_879883/File/PI%20Web/9-27-13%20Scholar%20Athleterelease.pdf
http://youtu.be/Ajx16HCYNhc
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_879883/File/PI%20Web/10-3-13Melikian%20Outstanding%20Educator%20release.pdf
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_879883/File/PI%20Web/10-3-13%20ViscovichWOD.pdf

