
National Honor Society 
NHS is the Garden City High School chapter of the national organization.  Membership is by invitation and is based 
on charter guidelines concerning student character, scholarship, leadership and service to the school and 
community.  A faculty council oversees the entire process. 
 
The scholarship requirement is a cumulative un-weighted GPA of at least 92 or a weighted GPA of at least 94 after 
the completion of the first semester of the junior year.  Courses taken in the eighth grade that are part of the high 
school transcript are included.  Ms. Young, the faculty advisor, uses the data provided by Mr. Perrotta to 
determine the list of eligible students. 
 
Juniors who meet the scholarship requirement will be invited to complete and submit an activity form that 
includes activities completed from July 2012 through the date of application submission.  Students must have a 
minimum of 65 hours of documented community service activity. Please be sure to obtain written documentation 
from the organization upon completion of the service.   This must include the number of hours and the dates 
served.  A list of leadership positions will also be requested.  This should include all elected or appointed leadership 
positions as well as positions of responsibility held in school and in the community.  
 
The character assessment is based on faculty input, as well as attendance, discipline, and detention records.  
Members of the faculty are given a list of the students who meet the scholarship requirement and asked to 
nominate the students they feel meet the criteria of exceptional character.  There is no limit to the number of 
students a faculty member may nominate.  Students must have a net total of at least 9 character nominations after 
attendance and discipline records have been assessed.  Unexcused lateness to school 5 times will deduct one 
faculty nomination from the nomination total.  Unexcused absences will be treated in the same fashion.  Students 
and parents do not participate in this part of the process.  The character criteria are listed below: 
 

 Takes criticism willingly and accepts recommendations graciously.  

 Consistently exemplifies desirable qualities of behavior.  
(cheerfulness, friendliness, poise, and stability) 

 Upholds principles of morality and ethics. 

 Cooperates by complying with school regulations concerning property, programs, office, halls, etc. 

 Demonstrates the highest standards of honesty and reliability. 

 Regularly shows courtesy, concern, and respect for others. 

 Observes instructions and rules, is punctual and faithful both inside and outside the classroom. 

 Has power of concentration, self-discipline, and sustained attention as shown by perseverance and 
application to studies. 

 Manifests truthfulness in acknowledging obedience to rules, avoiding cheating in written work, and 
showing unwillingness to profit by the mistakes of others. 

 Actively helps rid the school of bad influences or environment. 
 
Invitation letters will be mailed to juniors no later than February 23, 2015.  Students will be asked to attend a 
meeting at which they will sign for an application envelope which will contain the application form.  The completed 
application and all supporting documentation must be returned in this envelope.  Applications are due March 31, 
2015.  Notifications as to the outcome of the selection process will be mailed no later than April 24, 2015.  Any 
appeals regarding non-selection must be made in writing to Mrs. McLaughlin no later than May 8, 2015. 
 
New members will be inducted during a formal ceremony in May.  The National Honor Society members meet 
once a month.  All members are required to take part in the NHS community service project, as well as an 
individual community service project.  Details regarding this will be discussed at the first meeting of the school 
year.  Meetings are mandatory and must take precedence over any other activities.  The meetings are held on the 
first Monday of each month at 7:10 am in the auditorium.  Students who don't fulfill the obligations of the society 
may have their membership reevaluated.   
 



Each fall, the faculty is asked to reconsider the seniors who were not inducted the previous spring.  After the first 
quarter is completed, seniors who meet the above listed scholarship requirements will be contacted by mail and 
asked to submit the same information as stated above.  Consequently, a senior could be admitted to NHS in 
December.   
 
 


